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Editorial  

The role of the Editor  
I was never trained to be an editor, I just fell into the role.  
Or, rather, in 1995 the then editor, Lloyd Geering just 
stepped to one side and let me fall in! 

At first, I saw my role as providing a text layout that was 
aesthetically pleasing in the new proportionally-spaced 
typefaces that were then becoming more widely available 
and to which I had access through my job at IBM.  

But soon after came the matter of finding short pieces to 
fill the columns ñ and then longer pieces to fill entire pages. 

It is in the handling of submitted copy today that I meet 
my greatest challenge.  I actively ask for submitted copy 
and I give space priority to New Zealand copy over overseas 
copy because this Newsletter does the work of both a 
newsletter and a discussion publication similar to the UK 
publication Sofia.   

Whereas I can always select overseas copy whose 
arguments I agree with, I cannot depend on receiving copy 
that conforms to my opinions.  And neither should I.  òTruthó, 
as Don Cupitt once observed (or, more probably, several 
times), òis the current state of the debateó.  This Newsletter 
aims, above almost all else, to be a forum for such debates. 
So I donõt reject copy that I donõt agree with, nor do I 

decline copy that may go against the general grain of SoF 
thought.  Remember the beneficial shakeup that we all got 
from atheist Ray Bradleyõs head-on confrontation at the 
2007 Conference?   

Fortunately it is rare that contributions come even close to 
being objectionable on grounds of intolerance or on what 
the author Anthony Weston referred to as òpremature 
clarity, a seemingly unshakeable confidence that disputed 
matters can be readily settled by drawing a clear line in the 
sand or simply repeating conventional wisdom, though 
perhaps in an ever louder voice.ó  Dealing with these 
requires considerable editorial tact. 

But I do fix typos, improve punctuation and sometimes 
change the wording to enhance clarity. 

I also regularly ask for contributions: essays (one page is 
ideal); book reviews and Letters to the Editor (half- to one- 
page each). 
And Iõm asking again now. 

Noel Cheer,  Editor 
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Is Anything Sacred ? 
Don Feist of Dunedin sent this.  

For a while now, Iôve been thinking that we 

donôt need the word ósacred ô any more  ð  that 

just as the distinction between ónatural ô and 

ósupernatural ô should be jettisoned, so too 

should the distinction between ósacred ô and 

ósecular ô.  But Iôve started reading The Ethical 

Imagination , the book of Margaret 

Somervilleôs Massey Lectures, broadcast in 

2008 by R adio New Zealand  Concert.   Hereôs 

a passage I found interesting and thought -

provoking:  

ñIn talking about the secular sacred, I 

propose that the sacred is not only a concept 

that applies in a religious or ritualised 

context, but also one that operates at a 

general societal ï or secular ï level,   Iôm 

proposing it as a concept that encapsulates 

an experience that we migh t use to help 

people find their most authentic individual 

selves.  This is not to endorse intense 

individualism; indeed, my intent is the 

opposite.   I believe our most authentic 

selves are to be found in the complex 

interaction of knowing ourselves, relat ing to 

others, appreciating our place in the great 

web of all life, and seeing ourselves as part of 

the earth, the stars, the universe, and the 

cosmos.  

Some scientists tell us that we came from 

stardust  -  that the earliest form of life on 

earth might hav e arrived in meteorites that 

crashed;  to rephrase the Ash Wednesday 

liturgy: ñRemember man thou art stardust 

and unto stardust thou shalt returnò.   That 

fact, assuming that it will prove to be correct, 

and the idea that science can verify it, is 

astonish ing and wondrous.   The acute and 

continuous awareness of a mild -blowing web 

of relationships ð that is what I call the 

human spirit.  The sacred is rightly enlisted 

when it will protect and promote that spirit, 

and wrongly used when it will do it harm.  

In promoting a concept of the secular 

sacred, we need to acknowledge that the 

concept of the traditional sacred  has been 

abused and caused serious harm as a result. 

While it sometimes protected against certain 

practices in war, it has also been misused in 

the cause of war and violence, as in the 

Christian Crusades to protect certain sacred 

places and in the Islamic use of rel igious 

concepts such as holy jihad to justify 

terrorism.   Like all powerful ideas, the sacred 

has the potential to be used for both good 

and evil. ò 

 

Margaret Somerville,  

The Ethical Imagination  pp. 56 - 57    

Media Publicity for  

Conference 2009  

¶ David Boulton was interviewed by Maureen Garing on Radio New 
:ÅÁÌÁÎÄȭÓ Spiritual Outlook on November 15th. 

¶ David Boulton was interviewed by Noel Cheer on Triangle/Stratos 
television on November 12th.  It will be repeated on February 18th. 

¶ The following was commissioned by Waikato Daily Times and was 
published on November 6th.  

Our scientific powers have outrun our spiritual powers;  

we have guided missiles and mis-guided men. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

MLK, Jr. 
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All About Us  

The Sea of Faith Network (NZ) 
is an association of people who 

have a common interest in 
exploring religious thought 
and expression  from a non-

dogmatic and human-oriented 
standpoint . 

The Sea of Faith Network itself has no 

creed.  We draw our members from 

people of all faiths and also from those 

with no attachment to religious 

institutions. 

Our national Steering Committee 

publishes a Newsletter six times per 

year, maintains a website, assists in 

setting up Local Groups, and organises 

an annual Conference.    

We have three Life Members: Sir Lloyd 

Geering ONZ, Don Cupitt (UK) and 

Noel Cheer. 

The Chairperson is Natali Allen, P.O. 

Box 120, Rawene, Northland. Phone 

(09) 405 7755  

 The Secretary is Alan Jackson, 55 

Evans St, Opoho, Dunedin (03) 473 

6947   

Membership of the national 

organisation costs $20 per household 

per year ($30 if outside NZ).  Both 

charges drop to $15 if the Newsletter is 

emailed.  

Send remittance and details to The 

Membership Secretary, PO Box 15-324, 

Miramar, Wellington 6243 or Internet 

bank to 38 9000 0807809 00 and tell 

pcowley@paradise.net.nz .   

Members may borrow books, tapes 

etc. from the Resource Centre 

managed by Suzi Thirlwall phone (07) 

578-2775  

See the website at www.sof.org.nz 

for a catalogue and for further details 

about us.   

To offer a comment on material 

appearing in the Newsletter or to 

submit copy for publication, contact 

the Editor: Noel Cheer, 26 Clipper 

Street, Titahi Bay, Phone (04) 236-

7533     email:  noel@cheer.org.nz 

Atheists  

Global Atheist Convention  
Melbourne, 12 - 14 March 2010  

Speakers: Richard Dawkins, Peter Singer, Philip Adams, PZ Myers and 

others.  More: http://www.atheistconvention.org.au  

The Bus Campaign  
The Humanist Society of NZ  is handling donations to fund a 

campaign to put notices on buses  like those on London buses which 

read:  

Thereõs Probably No God. Now Stop Worrying and Enjoy Your Life    

If SoF were to do something similar, what wording should we use?   

The Editor welcomes Letters but makes no promises!  

http://www.humanist.org.nz/

