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Editorial

The role of the  Editor

| was never tained to be an editor, | just fell into the rol
Or, rather, in 1995 the then editor, Lloyd Geerifgst
stepped to one side and let me fall in!

At first, | saw my role as providing a text layout that w{
aesthetically pleasing in the new proportionalgpaced
typefaces that were then becoming more widely availah
and to which | had access through my job at IBM.

But soon aftercame the matter of finding short pieces t
fill the columndi and then longer pieces to fill entire pageg

It is in the handling of submitted coptoday that | meet
my greatest challenge.| actively ask for submitted cop
and | give space priority to New Zealand copy overayseas
copy because this Newsletter does the work lmfth a
newsletter and a discussion publication similartte UK
publication Sofia

Whereas | can always select overseas copy w
arguments | agree with, | cannot depend amrceiving copy
that confomstomyopn i on s . And nei't
as Don Cupitt onceobserved(or, more probably, severg
times), 0i's the current statdg
aims, above almost all else, to be a forum for such debatd

So | dondtt hmej dctd ondp ydoal
decline copy thatmay go against the general grain of Sg
thought. Remember the beneficial shakeupat we all got
from atheist R-any conBontatiah | at thed)
2007 Conference?

Fortunately it is rare thatcortributions comeevenclose to|
being objectionable on grounds of intolerance or on wh
the author Ant hony Westo
clarity, a seemingly unshakeable confidence that dispuf]
matters can be readily settled by drawing a clear line imet
sand or simply repeating conventional wisdom, thoul]
per haps i n an e vDealing withutltksd
requires considerable editorial tact.

But | do fix typos, improve punctuation and sometimé
change the wording to enhance clarity.

| alsoregularly ask for contributions: essays (one pag|
ideal); book reviews and Letters to the Editor (hatb one-
page each).

And | dm aski

ng again now.

Noel Cheer, Edito
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Is Anything Sacred ?

Don Feist of Dunedin sent this.

For a while now, | 6ve
dondét need dG&adreel 6ampomok 0O that
just as the distinction between datural 6 and
Gupernatural 6 should be jettisoned, so too
should the distinction between &acred 6 and

Gecular 6 But | 6ve st arTheHhical
Imagination , the book of  Margaret
Somervilleds Massey L erc

2008 by Radio New Zealand Concert.
a passage | found interesting and thought -
provoking:

Al n tal king a b ow sacred, H e
propose that the sacred is not only a concept
that applies in a religious or ritualised
context, but also one that operates at a
general societal T or secular T level, |
proposing it as a concept that encapsulates
an experience that we migh t use to help
people find their most authentic individual

selves. This is not to endorse intense
individualism; indeed, my intent is the
opposite. | believe our most authentic

selves are to be found in the complex
interaction of knowing ourselves, relat ing to
others, appreciating our place in the great
web of all life, and seeing ourselves as part of
the earth, the stars, the universe, and the
COSmos.

Some scientists tell us that we came from
stardust - that the earliest form of life on
earth might hav e arrived in meteorites that

crashed; to rephrase the Ash Wednesday
l'iturgy: AfRemember ma n
and unto stardust t h dhat

fact, assuming that it will prove to be correct,

and the idea that science can verify it, is
astonish ing and wondrous. The acute and
continuous awareness of a mild -blowing web
of relationships & that is what | call the
human spirit. The sacred is rightly enlisted
when it will protect and promote that spirit,

and wrongly used when it will do it harm.

In promoting a concept of the secular
sacred, we need to acknowledge that the
concept of the traditional sacred has been
abused and caused serious harm as a result.
While it sometimes protected against certain
practices in war, it has also been misused in
the cause of war and violence, as in the
Christian Crusades to protect certain sacred
places and in the Islamic use of rel igious
concepts such as holy jihad to justify
terrorism. Like all powerful ideas, the sacred
has the potential to be used for both good
and evil. 0

Margaret Somerville,

The Ethical Imagination pp. 56 -57

Media Publicity for
Conference 2009

9 David Boulton was interviewed by Maureen Garing on Radio New
. AA1 /Spirkudl Qutlook on November 15th.

9 David Boulton was interviewed by Noel Cheer on Triangle/Stratos
television on November 12th. It will be repeated on February 18th

1 The following was commissionedby Waikato Daily Times and was

published on November 6th.
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‘Heretics’ wade
into sea of faith

Noel Cheer

Hamilton recently hosted 140
heretics at the annual conference of
the Sea of Faith Network. A century
ago a heretic would have found diffi-
culty in getting a respectable job.
Some centuries earlier she or he
might have met a fiery death.

Even today, departure from dog-
matic orthodoxy is sometimes met
with severe punishment in some
Middle East countries. But New Zea-
land is relatively kind to those who,
while insisting a “religious” or “spiri-
tual” outlook on life is important, de-
clare they will decide what they take
to be true and useful and not to feel
bound to obediently follow what pro-
fessional clergy tell them.

New Zealand’s social climate is one
of the world’s most relaxed on
matters of religion. Barely half the

L population declare allegiance to a

Christian denomination. The largest
three denominations — Anglican,
Catholic and Presbyterian — attract
only about 15 per cent each. This is
probably due to a mixture of toler-
ance and indifference on matters of
religion. Those who declare “no re-
ligion” amount to almost 40 per cent
of the census population.

The Sea of Faith Network — the
name makes indirect reference to a
phrase by 19th century poet Matthew
Arnold — started in Britain in 1986 in
response to a TV series by British
author Don Cupitt. It is an associ-
ation of people who have a common
interest in exploring religious
thought and expression from a non-
dogmatic and human-oriented stand-
point. It’s rather like starting at the
human end and conscientiously ap-
plying values such as compassion and
forgiveness, and then seeing what
sort ;of religious expression arises.

The network itself has no creed.

It draws its members from people
of all faiths and also from those with
no attachment to religious institu-
tions. Members meet throughout the
year in house groups and about one-
third attend the annual conference.
Sir Lloyd Geering, himself accused of
and acquitted of heresy in 1967,
played a major part in founding the
New Zealand chapter of the network
in 1992 and still contributes to its
conferences and newsletter.

The emergence of the network is
both a symptom of the fading of
Christianity in this century and part
of a loosely co-ordinated movement to
offer a “seedbed of faith” for those
who reject the “no religion” ado-
lescent rallying cry of the New
Atheists led by Richard Dawkins. To
most members of the network, “better
religion” is needed more than ever in
our age when vast systems of inter-
national capital and stateless global-
ised manufactured culture threaten
to de-humanise us. Better religion is
needed to also challenge the militant
Christian fundamentalists who make
mockeries of both science and the-
ology with the suggestion of “intelli-
gent design”, while their brothers
bomb abortion clinics.

Network members note with wry
sadness the mainline denominations
agonising, to the extent of schism,
over gay clergy while missing the
moral challenge to disperse their
great wealth to benefit the poor. Out-
side of Christianity, those who yearn
for better religion note with sadness
and alarm the resurgent religion of
the Islamic jihadists, who despise
everything Western and who illicitly
conscript the Qur'an in spurious jus-
tification. For more, see the website
at www.sof.org.nz.

B Noel Cheer is a committee member of
the Sea of Faith Network NZ.

Our scientific powers have outrun our spiritual pows

we have guided missiles ayuid@ismen.
Martin Luther King Jr.
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Atheists

Global Atheist Convention

Melbourne, 12 - 14 March 2010

Speakers: Richard Dawkins, Peter Singer, Philip Adams, PZ Myers and
others. More: http://www.atheistconvention.org.au

The Bus Campaign

The Humanist Society of NZ is handling donations to fund a
campaign to put notices on buses like those on London buses which
read:

T h e r erobsbly No God. Now Stop Worrying and Enjoy Your Life

If SoF were to do something similar, what wording should we use?
The Editor welcomes Letters but makes no promises!

All About Us

The Sea of Faith Network (NZ)
IS an association of people who
have a common interest in
exploring religious thought
and expression from a non
dogmatic and human-oriented
standpoint.

The Sea of Faith Network itself has np
creed. We draw our members from
people of all faiths and alsoom those
with no attachment to religious
institutions.

Our national Steering Committee
publishes a Newsletter six times pey
year, maintains a website, assists i
setting up Local Groups, and organise
an annual Conference.

We have thred.ife Members Sir Lloyd
Geering ONZ, Don Cupitt (UK) and
Noel Cheer

The Chairpersonis Natali Allen, P.O.
Box 120, Rawene, Northland?hone
(09) 405 7755

The Secretary is Alan Jackson, 55
Evans St, Opoho, Dunedin (03) 473
6947

Membership  of  the national
organisation costs $20 per household
per year ($30 if outside NZ). Both
charges drop to $15 if the Newsletter i
emailed.
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Send remittance and details to The
Membership Secretary, PO Box-324,

Miramar, Wellington 6243 or Internet
bank to 38 9000 0807809 00 and tell
pcowley@paradise.net.nz

Members may borrow books, tapes
etc. from the Resource Centre
managed bySuZ Thirwall phone (07)
5782775

See the website atwww.sof.org.nz
for a catalogue and for further details
about us.

To offer a comment on material
appearing in the Newsletter or to
submit copy for publication, contact
the Editor: Noel Cheer, 26 Clipper
Street, Titahi Bay, Phone (04) 236-
7533 email: noel@cheer.org.nz



http://www.humanist.org.nz/

