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'What Makes Justice Just?'


Introduction
There has been some discussion recently about the rights of victims of crime, and claims that victims or their surviving families should be compensated for their loss. 
Should the aim of justice be to 'repay' in some way or other, the victims of a crime?
Should the aim be to deter people from crime? Should it be to make or to keep society safe for its members? Should human justice aim at applying the laws of God to those who fail to abide by them? Do we have any clear ideas about what makes justice just? 


Handout


What Makes Justice Just ?

1. Long, long ago, in A-land, a young man went out from his village hunting. He thought he saw a bird in a tree, and hurled his spear as hard as he could, but it missed the tree and carried on, through the wall of a hut in the village if the neighbouring tribe, where it killed a little girl. 


The elders of the two villages met and said: "The harmony between us has been damaged and it must be restored. The young man who threw the spear must die".


2. . Not quite as long ago, in B-land, a young man went out from his village hunting. He thought he saw a bird in a tree, and hurled his spear as hard as he could, but it missed the tree and carried on, through the wall of a hut in the village if the neighbouring tribe, where it killed a little girl. 


The elders of the two villages met and said: "The commandments of God say: 'Thou shalt not kill'. They also say: 'An eye for an eye; and a life for a life'. The young man who threw the spear must die".


3. Long ago, in C-land, the king said: "It is not good that doing justice should be left to the elders of this village and that village. From now on there will be one justice, the same for everyone, all through my kingdom. I will appoint judges. In order to maintain the king's peace, they will see that the king's justice is done."  When a young man went out with with a flintlock, and tried to shoot a bird, he missed, and the shot killed a little girl. 


The king's judge said: "Young man, what you did was wrong, and you must pay the penalty. I sentence you to jail for five years."


4. Not very long ago, in D-land, a young man was driving a car very fast. On a corner, he went onto the wrong side, and killed a little girl walking on the footpath. 
The judge said: "Young man, what you did was wrong, and you must pay the penalty. I sentence you to jail for five years."  But the little girl's parents said: "In five years, he will be free and can carry on with his life; but we will still be without our little girl. That isn't justice". So the judge said: "Very well. Young man, you can pay $50,000 in compensation to the parents for their loss, and do two years in jail".


5. Not very long ago, in E-land, a young man was driving a car very fast. On a corner, he went onto the wrong side, and killed a little girl walking on the footpath. 
The judge said: "Young man, you must pay $50,000 in compensation to the parents for their loss, and do two years in jail". So the young man's parents paid up $50,000, and he served two years. And many people said: "This isn't justice. Why should wealthy parents be able to buy off most of their son's jail sentence? He should stay in jail for the full five years."


Some Questions:

1. Did one of these countries do things better than the others?


2. What should be the aim of a justice system in 21st Century New Zealand - 
a. To restore harmony to society when it is damaged
b. To see that the laws of God are applied to everyone
c. To maintain the king¹s [the state¹s] peace
d. To provide compensation to victims of crime
e. To punish even-handedly, those who break the law
f. OR ????


* * * * * * * 


